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HPV & Cervical Cancer in MENA/EMR

While great progress has heen made over the last decade, HPV and cervical cancer
remain significant public health burdens in many MENA/EMR countries.

6th X\ Q

most common cancer in Cervical cancer incidence is In 2020, more than 47,500
women in the region. expected to rise by around 82% women across the region died
by 2040 compared to 2020 in due to cervical cancer. This
However, the incidence some countries in the region. This is equates to approximately 14%
differs between countries in  equivalent to 13,200 cases and of worldwide deaths due to this
the region. over 16,000 deaths annually. type of cancer in 2020 alone.

Efforts have been made to prevent cervical cancer by introducing the HPV vaccine into
National Immunization Programs in:

I‘

Morocco Saudi Arabla)
More interventions involving national and regional stakeholders are crucial to achieve
the goals of the Global and Regional Strategies for the Elimination of Cervical Cancer.
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HPV & Cervical Cancer in Morocco

X\ ol %

The national cervical cancer crude There is a higher acceptability A mortality rate of around
incidence is 11.6/100,000 as of 2023. rates to take the HPV vaccine 6.45/100,000 was recorded
This places cervical cancer as the among parents than among in 2023.

second most prevalent cancer among  adolescents (up to 82% and

Moroccan women of all ages. 46.6% respectively).

% Cervical Cancer Testing

The current 2021-2024 Cervical Cancer testing campaign will aim to reach an annual
cervical cancer screening rate of at least 30%, a minimum follow-up rate of 80% of
previously screened patients and a rate of 100% treatment of precancerous cervical

lesions diagnosed within this campaign.

The current screening program is based on a positive Visual Inspection with Acetic acid
(VIA) and colposcopy for diagnosis.

The National Strategic
Plan 2020-2029
It includes specific measures for cervical cancer elimination, such as reaching and

keeping a vaccination rate of 90% for 11-year-old girls and ensuring the continuous
follow-up and evaluation of the Cervical Cancer detection program.

Efforts are being taken to strengthen organized screening initiatives and to improve
patients’ treatment in palliative care.

HPV vaccines have HPV vaccination HPV vaccination will
been introduced in campaigns consist be first rolled out in
the national of the health centers
immunization administration of 2 before extending it

program and are doses to 11-year- E’%E to schools across
Il

offered free of charge. old girls. the country.

Morocco is now eligible to receive support from Gavi under their new Middle-
Income Countries support scheme, alongside several other regional countries.
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https://www.healthcareafrica.info/morocco-introduces-vaccination-for-hpv-to-combat-cervical-cancer/
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HPV & Cervical Cancer in Lebanon

10th 1\ %

leading cause of cancer in The crude incidence rate of Lebanon is expected to have a

Lebanon among girls and cervical cancer has been rise of 55% in cervical cancer

women of all ages, in 2023. recorded to be 3.66/100,000 mortality cases by 2040
women during 2023. compared to 2020.

5 v

HPV vaccines are generally available in the private sector. However, the
high costs of the vaccine remain a major factor for their low uptake,

besides vaccine hesitancy by both providers and consumers. The HPV
vaccination is not included in Lebanon’s NIP but is cleared by MoPH.

% HPV Screening

According to a national 2018 study, only around 35% of all participants
had at least one pap smear in their lifetime. A lack of knowledge of the

availability and effectiveness of the test was recorded to be a major
determinant of screening behavior among participants.

Lebanon is now eligible to receive support from Gavi under their new Middle-
Income Countries support scheme, alongside several other regional countries.

Creating a uniform national plan, raising awareness and improving the vaccine's
cost have been recommended as solutions to increase national rates of HPV
vaccination in Lebanon.
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HPV & Cervical Cancer in Bahrain

8th A\ %

most prevalent cancer in Bahrain has the 4th highest The HPV 16/18 prevalence
Bahraini women with a crude  incidence rate of cervical cancer in Bahrain during 2023
incidence rate of cases in the Gulf Region, by 2020.  between Cervical Cancer
3.49/100,000. cases was about 68.9%

" e

Increased demand for the vaccine from the population led to its
introduction into the private sector in 2006. However, it has been
recorded to be expensive. There are new plans to introduce the HPV
vaccine in schools and in Primary Healthcare Centers. Financial approval
from the government still needs to be obtained in order to introduce the

vaccine to both girls and boys.
COVID-19 delayed the introduction and production of HPV vaccines in

Bahrain, after the approval of the National Immunization Technical
Advisory Groups (NITAG).

% Cervical Cancer Screening

An opportunistic Cervical Cancer screening_program is available for
women, depending on their decision (it is not population-based).

Participation in this program is low; it was recorded to be around 36%
ever, as of 2022.

Every year, 21 women are diagnosed with cervical cancer and 12 die from the
disease (estimates of 2020).
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HPV & Cervical Cancer in Qatar

5th ¥ % 3rd

most prevalent In 2023, an estimated The overall HPV prevalence most common
cancer among Qatari 327,079 women in Qatar, 15  was recorded to be around 6%. gynecological cancer
women of all ages. years of age or above were  In 2021, the cervical cancer among Qatari women in
- at risk for cervical cancer. crude incidence was 2023.
3.21/100,000.

The prevalence of HPV 16 and/or 18 strains in 2023 among Qatari women with cervical cancer was

around 68.9%. Only around 3.4% of women with normal cytology were HPV 16 and/or 18 positive.

i

The Ministry of Health in Qatar is adopting the HPV vaccine for free. It is

also found in the private sector, where patients are required to pay for it.

@ HPV vaccination plan

Many challenges are faced in accepting the HPV vaccination nationally,
including the population's lack of awareness regarding the vaccine. This
problem is also highly prevalent across the MENA region.
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https://www.emro.who.int/fr/noncommunicable-diseases/campaigns/cervical-cancer-awareness-month.html
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HPV & Cervical Cancer in UAE [

5th g ©)

most prevalent cancer among UAE's crude incidence rate was Women up to the age of 26
women of all ages in the UAE. recorded to be 4.03/100,000 in years were targeted in periodic
2023, screening and premarital
services.

@Q HPV Vaccination

In 2008, the HPV vaccine was introduced as part of the sub-national
immunization program in Abu Dhabi. Since 2018, the HPV vaccine has
been part of the national vaccination program in the UAE. A budget is
allocated to maintain the national sustainability of the HPV vaccine.

A national vaccine policy was announced before the launch of the 2018
Ministerial decree to include the HPV vaccine in the national vaccination
program. The target population is school girls aged 13-14 in government
and private schools. The administration is as follows: 2 doses of the vaccine
for girls aged 13-14 years and 3 doses for girls 15 years or older.

% HPV Screening

A National Cancer Screening Program (NCSP) was introduced in 2009. It is
based on the regularly-updated national guidelines, integrated into all

Primary Healthcare Centers and targeting sexually active women 30-64 years
old. In 2018, co-testing (HPV and PAP tests) was integrated into the NCSP for
this age group.
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HPV & Cervical Cancer in Saudi Arabia %%

8th X\ 2 %

most prevalent cancer among In 2023, the crude incidence About 3.4% of Saudi women

women in Saudi Arabia. rate of cervical cancer in Saudi with normal cytology are
Arabia is about 2.44/100,000 estimated to be harboring HPV
women. 16/18 strains in 2023.

10.7 million Saudi women are currently at the age at which they are at a higher risk of developing cervical cancer.
@Q HPV Vaccination

The HPV vaccine was introduced into the National Immunization Program
in November 2021. The eligible group that has been currently set is girls
between the age of 9 and 15. The administration of 2 doses for the
eligible group is recommended.

Both bivalent and quadrivalent HPV vaccines have been available in Saudi
Arabia in the private sector since 2010.

Parents with a high level of awareness demonstrated a strong rate of acceptance
of the HPV vaccine for their children.
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https://journals.lww.com/jfmpc/Fulltext/2022/06000/Attitude_and_hesitancy_of_human_papillomavirus.104.aspx
https://bit.ly/hpvmenacoalition
https://www.emro.who.int/fr/noncommunicable-diseases/campaigns/cervical-cancer-awareness-month.html
https://www.emro.who.int/fr/noncommunicable-diseases/campaigns/cervical-cancer-awareness-month.html
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HPV & Cervical Cancer in Kuwait I

1.25 million V %

The number of women The crude incidence rate of Despite the low incidence of
above the age of 15 in cervical cancer among cervical cancer in Kuwait in
Kuwait at risk of developing Kuwaiti women in 2020 previous years, it is projected
cervical cancer in 2023. Wwas M,m. to increase by 48% by 2035.

" e

The HPV vaccine campaign started in mid-May for individuals aged 9 to 45
of both genders as part of the Kuwaiti National Immunization Program in

2023.

% HPV screening

o Cervical Cancer Screening_national program is available.

Raising_awareness of the importance of the vaccine is needed to improve its

uptake by the population.
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https://hpvcentre.net/statistics/reports/KWT_FS.pdf?t=1685015496377
https://hpvcentre.net/statistics/reports/KWT_FS.pdf
https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/33857726/
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5 HPV & Cervical Cancer in Tunisia @

2nd M\ %

most prevalent cancer The crude incidence Only 12% of eligible women
among Tunisian rate of cervical cancer in 2021 have been screened
women in 2022. is 5.74/100,000 by a pap smear.

women as of 2023.

@ﬂ HPV Vaccination

The nonavalent HPV vaccine is widely available in the private sector.

The HPV vaccine introduction plan is set to be gender-neutral. It will rely on
WHO recommendations to target schoolchildren starting in grade 6.

Low awareness of adults has been noted nationwide. In addition, the high
cost of the vaccine and other vaccines being prioritized are seen as current
obstacles to vaccine intake.

% Cervical Cancer Screening

A National Cervical Cancer Screening Program has been set up since 2000
with national recommendations. The screening test is done every 5 years for
women between the ages of 35 and 59. Tunisia is currently working on
gathering the latest data to strengthen the screening program.

Tunisia is now eligible to receive support from Gavi under their new Middle-
Income Countries support scheme, alongside several other regional countries.
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HPV & Cervical Cancer in Libya Cx

3rd '\ 3rd

most prevalent cancer The overall prevalence of HPV leading cause of cancer
among Libyan women. strains is 4.5%. It has been detected death in women.
in_67.2% of women with cervical
cancer.

5 v

The HPV vaccine has been introduced to the National Immunization
Program since 2013. It is fully funded by the government, making it free
of charge for patients and widely available in the public sector.

The HPV vaccine introduction plan aims to prevent both HPV transmission
and infection. It is a school-based program targeting 12-year-old girls.

Lack of awareness, difficulty securing funds and vaccine skepticism have
been major challenges in the administration of the HPV vaccine in Libya.

% Cervical Cancer Screening

No National Cervical Cancer Screening Program is available yet in Libya.

Cost of procurement, lack of awareness and vaccine skepticism are the
major challenges for the HPV vaccination campaign in Libya.

Additional studies on the most prevalent HPV strains in the Libyan
population may help to better target future plans in the program.
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HPV & Cervical Cancer in Egypt

13th o %

Leading cancer type A total of more than 36.7 million HPV prevalence among

among Egyptian women were recorded to be at Egyptian women was recorded

women of all ages. high risk for cervical cancer in to be around 14.3% during
2023. 2021.

"5 i

The HPV vaccine is not yet available in Egypt’'s National Immunization
Program. However, it is available in the private sector. The primary group
for the administration of the vaccine is 13-year-old Egyptian girls and boys.

The main challenge facing the implementation of the HPV vaccine on a
national scale is the high cost of the vaccine.

@ HPV Screening

HPV screening is currently conducted for Egyptian women between 20 and

50 years of age.

Egypt is now eligible to receive support from Gavi under their new Middle-
Income Countries support scheme, alongside several other regional

countries.
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HPV & Cervical Cancer in Jordan « 2

11th o % S:02

million
leading cause of female 12th leading cause of cancer The prevalence of HPV 16 women above 15 years of
cancers among women of deaths among Jordanian and/or 18 strains among age are at risk of
all ages, and the 10th for women of all ages, and the  Jordanian women with cervical developing cervical cancer
young women aged 15 to 44. 9th leading cause for young  cancer is about 92.7%. in Jordan.

women aged 15 to 44.

e The crude incidence of cervical cancer in Jordan accounts for 2.28/100,000 women, as of 2023.
e Jordan is expected to have a rise of 91.5% in cervical cancer mortality by 2040, compared to
2020.

@Q HPV Vaccination

The HPV vaccine is not included in the national immunization program in
Jordan, as of 2023.

% HPV Screening

There are no current cervical screening practices or recommendations in
Jordan. Screening practices are not widel

eI G for HPV Elimination group :
Wi givnalalipralgua—sd bit.ly/hpvmenacoadlition . 0 @menahpv

.M“"_'?E“"“"d"°f"‘_“"_°“ Join the MENA Coalition £ ﬁ @MENAHPVCodlition
Coalition for HPV Elimination L
e



https://hpvcentre.net/statistics/reports/JOR_FS.pdf?t=1685472544599
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https://bit.ly/hpvmenacoalition
https://hpvcentre.net/statistics/reports/QAT.pdf?t=1685014592687
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https://www.emro.who.int/fr/noncommunicable-diseases/campaigns/cervical-cancer-awareness-month.html
https://www.emro.who.int/fr/noncommunicable-diseases/campaigns/cervical-cancer-awareness-month.html
https://www.emro.who.int/fr/noncommunicable-diseases/campaigns/cervical-cancer-awareness-month.html
https://www.emro.who.int/fr/noncommunicable-diseases/campaigns/cervical-cancer-awareness-month.html
https://hpvcentre.net/statistics/reports/JOR.pdf?t=1685472540128
https://hpvcentre.net/statistics/reports/JOR.pdf?t=1685472540128
https://hpvcentre.net/statistics/reports/JOR.pdf?t=1685472540128
https://hpvcentre.net/statistics/reports/QAT.pdf?t=1685014592687

HPV & Cervical Cancer in Algeria ]

ﬂ V 7.66/100,000 M

women
leading cause of female 12th leading cause of cancer The crude incidence of cervical leading cause of cancer
cancers in Algeria among deaths among Jordanian cancer in Algeria accounts for  deaths among Algerian
women of all ages, and women of all ages, and the  7.66/100,000 women, as of women of all ages, and the
the 7th for women aged 9th leading cause for young  2023. 7th leading cause for young
15 to 44. women aged 15 to 44. women aged 15 to 44.

o Algeria is expected to have a rise of 95.1% in cervical cancer mortality by 2040, compared to

2020.
e In 2023, an estimated 15.2 million Algerian women above 15 years of age are at risk of

developing cervical cancer.
o The prevalence of HPV 16 and/or 18 strains among Algerian women with cervical cancer is

about 76.8%.

@Q HPV Vaccination

The HPV vaccine is not included in the national immunization program in

Algeria, as of 2023.

% HPV Screening

Algeria has had official national recommendations for cervical cancer screening
since 2003. The target population is women aged 30 to 65. The screening_is
of 3 years.

Algeria is now eligible to receive support from Gavi under their new middle-
income countries support scheme.
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https://hpvcentre.net/statistics/reports/DZA.pdf?t=1685478390096
https://hpvcentre.net/statistics/reports/DZA.pdf?t=1685478390096
https://www.gavi.org/sites/default/files/programmes-impact/support/Countries-and-economies-eligible-for-support-under-Gavi-MICs-Approach.pdf

HPV & Cervical Cancer in Iraq

15th % 1.44/100,000 g 341

women
leading cause of female The prevalence of HPV 16 The crude incidence of cervical  11th leading cause of cancer
cancers in Iraq among and/or 18 strains among cancer in Iraq accounts for deaths among Iraqi women
women of all ages, and Iraqgi women with cervical ~ 1.44/100,000 women, as of of all ages.
the 12th for young women  cancer is about 68.9%. 2023.

aged 15 to 44.

o lraq is expected to have a rise of 113.5% in cervical cancer mortality by 2040, compared to
2020.

e In 2023, an estimated 13.8 million Iraqi women above 15 years of age are at risk of developing
cervical cancer.

@Q HPV Vaccination

The HPV vaccine is not included in the national immunization program in

Iraq, as of 2023.

% HPV Screening

There are no current national cervical screening programs and

recommendations in Iraq.
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HPV & Cervical Cancer in Pakistan L

@Q HPV Vaccination

The vaccine is available only in the private sector and issued on
prescription by private practitioners. Initially, it was marketed by GSK but
last year it was pulled from the market as there was low demand for it (in
the private sector only). The intervention under discussion these days is
about launching of HPV Vaccine for schoolgirls by 2025. Plans are
underway to intfroduce the HPV vaccine through EPI Program

% HPV Screening

The pap smear is not done routinely but only on advice of doctor mainly in

private sector only.

o Development of Strategy & ToRs for the strengthening and screening of HPV are
underway.

* Registries are to be established at provincial level for the registration of HPV cases.

e GAVI has funded Jhpiego Pakistan for the vaccine introduction, they are working
simultaneously on vaccine introduction and on capacity strengthening. It will be a
Single Dose HPV Vaccine.

o Currently Health Services Academy (HAS) and UNFPA are working on a Cervical Cancer
Prevention and Control strategy for Government of Pakistan
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